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Pedro Vique to have embarked on board his galley, deponent
ordered the boatswain to take her over; and when this had been
done deponent talked with Captain Victoria and with the other
gentlemen who were on board of the flag-galley, asking them what
was happening and what was wanted. Captain Victoria and the
others replied that they had received orders to land men because
the city was not lost, that Captain Martin Polo held it, wherefore
the flag-galley had begun to land men and the galley-slaves were
being unchained.
Upon hearing and observing this, those on board the Ocasion
raised a disturbance, demanding that the same be done with respect
to them, (p. 46) and many seamen and soldiers threw themselves
into the skiff. To prevent the damage which he foresaw if these men
left in this fashion, sword in hand deponent sought to restrain and
compel them to go back on board. To accomplish this
deponent had to get into the skiff. While he was so en-
gaged the powder-master was giving out powder to     match sets
certain soldiers who lacked it, one of whom came up    fire to the
carelessly with match lighted and set fire to the powder
barrel, which burned. Everybody thought that the galley was
burning and many of those on board leaped into the sea, both
galley-slaves (who in the excitement were unchained) and seamen,
and many of both sorts were drowned and burned. This accident
having occurred, there were very few persons left on board of the
galley, whereas so many crowded into the skiff that they would
have sunk it had not deponent again driven them out.
At this time the flag-galley was aground, deserted, flag down.
Seeing which, and that on board of his galley also very few persons
remained, and that they were leaping overboard, considering that
if the galley were so abandoned it would be lost and (p. 47) the
enemy might make use of it to do us damage, deponent ordered
holes to be bored to scuttle her in such position that she might be
raised and refitted.
Because he knewr that there was no more powder in the country,
and that the enemy had taken what was in the city, deponent
ordered what was on board of the galley to be carried ashore to a
safe place; and when no one remained on board, with three or four
companions who stood by him, deponent left his galley and, having
assembled as many as thirty more ashore, with these and his flag,
took up a position at the slaughter-house which is close to San
Francisco bridge by which the people of the city withdrew. De-
ponent's intention was there himself to resist the enemy if he sought